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BLAZE: Firefighters at the scene in Lower Church Street, Chepstow. Picture: Ollie Barnes

INFERNO: Smoke and flames after the explosion. Picture: 
Bob Avery

LANDED: The air ambulance on standby. Picture: Ollie Barnes

SMOKE: Billowing over 
Chepstow. Picture: Ollie Barnes

CARE: Wales Air Ambulance. 
Picture: Ben Thatcher

A 38-YEAR-OLD man from 
Chepstow is receiving spe-
cialist treatment at Morris-
ton Hospital in Swansea af-
ter he was seriously injured 
in an explosion and fire in 
the town on Monday even-
ing.

The explosion, on Lower 
Church Street, happened at 
around 6.30pm on Monday 
night with South Wales Fire 
and Rescue Service, Gwent 
Police, and the Wales Air 
Ambulance attending.

Witnesses described hear-
ing a loud bang and of  find-
ing glass and other debris 
strewn across the street.

One neighbour was in 
their back garden at the 
time and was showered 
with debris.

Initial reports to the emer-

gency services referred to a 
possible gas explosion, and 
neighbouring homes were 
evacuated and roads closed.

However, Wales & West 
Utilities believe that the 
explosion was not mains-
related.

Lower Church Street, 
Chepstow remains closed 
at time of  print according 
to Traffic Wales and the AA.

The cause is still being 
investigated, but Richie 
Jones, Wales & West Utili-
ties gas emergency service 
manager for Chepstow, said 
“it is not thought to be re-

lated to the mains gas net-
work”.

“We were called to reports 
of  an explosion at a prop-
erty in the Lower Church 
Street area of  Chepstow 
yesterday evening and im-
mediately sent a team of  
engineers to the scene,” he 
said.

“On arrival we found that 
the property had been dam-
aged and emergency ser-
vices were in control of  the 
scene.

“We worked with the 
emergency services to make 
the area safe and have now 
left the area.”

A Welsh Ambulance Ser-
vices NHS Trust spokesper-
son said: “We were called to 
reports of  a gas explosion 
in the Chepstow area yester-
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day, Monday 21 September, 
at 6.28pm.

“We sent our Hazardous 
Area Response Team, an 
emergency ambulance and 
a rapid response car. One 
patient was treated at scene 
and taken to Morriston Hos-
pital, Swansea.”

A spokeswoman for Gwent 
Police said: “The 38-year-old 
man from Chepstow is still 
in hospital. His injuries are 
described as serious but 
are not believed to be life-
threatening.

“A joint investigation with 
South Wales Fire and Res-
cue Service is ongoing.

“Anyone with any infor-
mation, who has not yet 
spoken with officers, can 
call 101 quoting reference 
2000346348.”

Crash on M48
A WOMAN from Cwmbran 
was seriously injured in 
the early yesterday after a 
car overturned on the M48.

And a man has been 
arrested over suspected 
dangerous driving and 
drug-driving offences 
arising from the crash.

The collision happened 
westbound shortly after 
midnight and involved 
two vehicles, between 
junction two, for the A466 
Wye Valley Link Road at 
Chepstow, and junction 23 
of  the M4.

A Kia Picanto car 
overturned. The woman, 
24, was taken to the 
University Hospital of  
Wales in Cardiff.

The road was closed for 
around seven hours for 
recovery work, reopening 
shortly after 7.10am.

“A 29-year-old man 
from Newport has been 
arrested on suspicion of  
causing serious injury by 
dangerous driving and 
driving a motor vehicle 
with a proportion of  a 
specified controlled drug 
above the specific limit., 
He has been released 
under investigation” 
said a Gwent Police 
spokeswoman.

Anyone with information 
or dash-cam footage 
can telephone Gwent 
Police on 101 quoting 
reference 2000346784, or 
direct message the force’s 
Twitter and Facebook 
pages.
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